
Cover Crop ManagementCover Crop Management

Soil Quality ImprovementSoil Quality Improvement
Made EasyMade Easy……errr!errr!
2001020010
Barry Fisher, Barry Fisher, 
State Agronomist ,State Agronomist ,
NRCSNRCS



•We can package a 
system of soil quality 
practices!

No-Till Nutrient Management

Cover Crops
Crop Rotation
And Stripcropping

Controlled Traffic 
and

Precision Technology



IN FY08 EQIP = $ 19 million
•Nutrient Management-

–$3 million
•Cover Crops-

–$3 million
•No-Till/Strip-Till-

– $3.4 million
•Waste Utilization-

–$2 million



IN FY09 EQIP = $ 10 million
•Cover Crops-

–$2 million
–64,000 ac.

•No-Till/Strip-Till-
– $1 million
– 43,000 ac.

•Energy Conservation and Soil 
Quality Systems 

–$.9 million
– 40,000 ac.



EQIP Cover Crops – Acres per Year
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EQIP Cover Crops – % of Budget

Contracted



Build and 
Maximize 

Biology and 
Vertical 

Structure

Soybean root following 
previous root channel



Continuous no-tillIntensive tillage

Ontario Ministry of Ag and Food

Plow pan
Network 

of 
biopores

24” roots only 
13 days after 
emergence?



Build and 
Maximize 

Biology and 
Vertical 

Structure

Adding root mass and 
depth each cycle



Build and 
Maximize 

Biology and 
Vertical 

Nutrients and OM

Building the Rhizosphere 
volume and depth each 

cycle



Drilled on Oct. 1 at 
15 lbs./ac.

Roots down to 51” 
on April 8

Annual Ryegrass Cover Crop

DeSutter Farm-Fountain Co. 



Corn Roots down 70Corn Roots down 70””+ in August+ in August



Field Office Technical Guide 
(eFOTG)

Section IVSection IV

Seeding ToolSeeding Tool

•• Seeding GuideSeeding Guide
•• Seeding CalculatorSeeding Calculator
•• Fertilizer CalculatorFertilizer Calculator



Section IVSection IV

Seeding ToolSeeding Tool

•• Seeding GuideSeeding Guide





Field Office Technical Guide 
(FOTG)

Section IVSection IV

Seeding ToolSeeding Tool

•• GoogleGoogle-- eFOTGeFOTG
•• Dec. 2009Dec. 2009
•• ExcelExcel











Barry Fisher, State Agronomist

Email: barry.fisher@in.usda.gov

“…“…Expect Success!Expect Success!””



Cover Crop Web Links
http://http://www.covercrops.msu.eduwww.covercrops.msu.edu//

http://http://www.sare.orgwww.sare.org/publications//publications/

http://http://www.sarep.ucdavis.eduwww.sarep.ucdavis.edu//

http://http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotgwww.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg//

http://http://www.mccc.msu.eduwww.mccc.msu.edu//

http://web.extension.uiuc.edu/regions/ag/aghttp://web.extension.uiuc.edu/regions/ag/ag 
2.htm2.htm
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